To the Editor,

We read with interest the article by Mansour et al. ([@ref1]) published entitled "Echocardiographic predictors of atrial fibrillation after mitral valve replacement." in Anatol J Cardiol 2017;17:334-6. As expected, postoperative atrial fibrillation (POAF) is more likely to occur in patients with mitral valve disease when the preoperative left atrial diameter increases. However, there is a particular aspect that draws our attention when both groups are evaluated in the study of Mansour et al. ([@ref1]). That aspect is the body mass index (BMI) difference that can affect the left atriums of patients independent of valve pathologies. BMI of patients who develop POAF in particular is higher than that of patients in the other group. Many studies show that enlargement in the diameter of the left atrium occurs as the weight increases ([@ref2]--[@ref5]). In some studies, obesity alone is a risk factor for AF ([@ref5]). In a study of the effects of the changes in the left atrium on POAF in particular, we believe that a parameter (BMI) that affects the left atrial diameter independently of the valve pathology should be similar between the two groups. We are convinced that learn the authors' ideas on this subject will add value to their study.
